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. Bairbre Power picks out those emerging g’
stars of Dublin Fashion Week whowillbe &

filling the boutique rails next spring
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# Dublin Fashion Week has done a lot for the industry here in a re-
- markably short space of time. Nourishing fledging home-grown tal-
ents, DFW made an immediate splash two years ago by showcas-
. ing the design genius of Joanne Hynes lo an audience that was un-
i aware of just how well the cf\-nung Galway woman was honing

. her design skills in England.

In its second year, the fshion fest confirmed the inter-
national flair of Artane-based designer Jennifer Rothwell.
{Indeed, this year she's been invited by Brown Thomas's
savvy buyer Shelly Corkery to be part of the store’s men- §
toring scheme, giving her designs il space along with
Tim Ryan and Vivien Walsh.)

Now inils fifth season, this week's DFW will un-
| doubtedly consolidate the reputation of Debo-
- tahVeale and Aideen Bodkin who are holding £
| ajaint fashion show at the uber cool restaurant
Fallon & Byrne.

But it is on the corridors of the Fitzwdlliam &

Hotel an 5t Stephen's Green that trade buy- |

ers and small boutique owners will zone

in, searching for those emerging talents
who can deliver cutting edge fashion for the
fortheoming season,

So who will cut the style?

My money is on Eilis Boyle, a petite woman
from Clonee, Co Meath whois a tall talent when
it comes to producing winning looks for every
season. The collection for spring-summer 08 that she
shows at DFW has a strong palette of ereams, tans
and blacks with an attractive, contradictory angle -
fine gauge lmit tops with struetured, heavy cotton
dresses and chunky knits with fowing dresses.

“T've ventured into a little tailoring, and I'm
really excited about that,” said Eilis, who opted for
very earthy, ur%ﬂe eolours for her autumn-winter
07 collection, which goes into the shops shortly, That
includes her black dress, which features on the left
. and sells for €650. Also noteworthy are her textured
knits with a lot of erochet and hand knitting in chunloy
yarns and open lmits, The colour palette features
taupe, brown, beige, off-white and neutrals,

Eilis said: “T've been selling very wellin Japan &
for the last five or six seasons, At5°1", Tam #8
small myself, and clearly they liked the pro- £
portions. I actually lived in Asia for a while,
s0 maybe the aesthetics in some way have
influenced me.”

One fan of her work is former super-
model Yasmin le Bon, who wore one
of Eilis's fine gauge cotton dresses and
structured lnitwear when she judged Best
Dressed Lady at Punchestown in May,

"This is the Jkind of commereial acco-
lade that o young designer can only
dream of.




